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"Tho Baptists and the American
Bible Socioty."

Mr. Editor : I had fully intended to say
nothing further on tho issue between the'
BaptialB and tho American Bible Society,
bat sereral judicious friends have intlma-te- d

thatthey thought it wasmyduty in jus-ti- o

to tho Society to at least, make a more
statement of tho facta presented in explicit
my address. 1 am naturally ayerso to con-

troversy, and nowsjwper notoriety, and-woul-

gladly escape this duty, but as the
interests of truth appear to demand it,
and as Mr. Garrett's persistency in bring-
ing the matter beforo the public may tend
to prejudice the cause of the Bible Society)
m tho community, i nave aotormmoa,
after mature deliberation, to ask the use
of your columns, for a more olaborato
statement of the facts
in the case.

In his first nrtialo, Mr. Garrett says:
"Tho Baptists wero anions the first and
most liberal supporters of the American
Bible Society, not the real founders."
(Italics his.) Tlio facta of history do not
support this zealous boast. The first sug-fttti-

for the formation of the society
cocao from the Rev. Samuel J. Mills, a
Presbyterian Home Missionary, in 1815.
Th'o first one to take active measures in
fcfyor of such an organisation was the
Hon. Elias Boudinot, President of tho

w Jersey Bible Society, a member of
the Presbyterian Church, andono of the
(rusteos of Princeton College, who issued
the first public comraumcition on the
subject, January 1, 1810, and a

all for the convention January 17,
3816. Tho New York Bible Society was
the first to respond, and Hot the Phila-- ,

tlelpuia bocicty'organlzed by JJr. btaugh-ton- ,
a Baptist. Tho President of tho con-

vention was Joshua M. Wallace, Esq ,
delegate of the New'Jersey Bible Society,
nhd'the Secretaries were tho Reva. j;'B.
Bomeyn, D. D., and Lyman Beecher, D.
D., two eminent' Presbyterian minister.
The first President of the society was
Mr. Boudinot, a Presbyterian, and "the
first address to the' people was drawn up
by the Bev. John M. Mason, then an As-

sociate Reformed, but afterwards a Pres-
byterian minister, who also became the
eoelety'a first secretary for foreign corre-
spondence. (See SchafT-Hewo- Encyclo-
pedia, vol. I., p. 26$, vol. II., pp. 1,425
and 1,517; also Manual of the American'
Bible Society, pp. 0 and 10). These are
simply the facts of history which any one
who will devote an hour's time to the
subject can verify for himself. Seven de-

nominations, (Congregational, Presbyte-
rian, Protestant Episcopal, Methodist
Episcopal, Reformed Dutch, Baptist, and
the Society of Friends), united, on equal
terms, in the formation of the American
Bible Society, and history offers abso-
lutely no support to the implication of
Mr. Garrett's remark that the B iptista
were " the re.il founders." It was indeed
eeYcral years nf'er the organization that
the Rev. S. H. Cone, D. D., a Baptist,
was made one of the secretaries, and' he
appears, as the sequel will fthow, to have
beun largely responsible for the society's
troubles, was the leader of the secession
movement, and was made the first Presi-
dent of 'he Baptist "American and For-
eign Bible Society."

In my addresi the following statement
was made: " In 1835 it was learned that
Dr. Jndson and those associated with'
htm had publirli d at the expense of the
Hociety a translation of the New Testa-
ment into Jiurniese, and instead of trans
limiig t,he word liaplizo, according to
custom, had translated it by a word mean-
ing to immrrxe." Mr. Garrett infers from
this language, what was not charged,
that those missionaries either knowingly
wyiolate-- l the rj)ea of thfBocio'ty' oc
else ' obtained 'money under false pre?
tehees," and', as one bright gontleman id
tpyn remarked, bj the array of syllo-
gisms in his second article he almost
nro'yd It against them The above state
ment I proppse now to prove to tielltflti
any true, ana leave Air; uarrett to ia
cafe of the "Inferences. The Schaff-lle-r-

ziSg'iicyjbjiiBia.Jhonewjstand.bKetlau-- ;
rnowy op religious e.uujecw,. m itw am
mirable account of .the American Bible
"ttocietysays: ''Thp first of these; trouble
aroqe in 1835, vrljen it was "earned.th.at
J)r. Judon and'lusj'cqadjutors had puo--i

ibul;u, ui iuu uimiMH ui iim society in
ttiofr Burmese translation of the New
Tesiament,V translation instead of a tfansi
lUe'ration of the Greek words baptismos,
baptizo, rendering them by immersion and
to immerse," (vol I., p. 203). The

"Tho Amer
igan and Foreign Bible Society, originated
in a secession of the Baptists from tho
American Bible Society, after the latter
eocioty refqsed to aid to the Bengaleo and
Burmese versions made by the Baptist,
missionaries, becimso in these versions
the Greet word baptizo and its cognates
vfcre translated immerse, immersion, &:.,'
vol., II, p. (516) These statcmouts are
concise, clear and indisputable, but for
the satisfaction of the reader, I will quote
from the historical account of this mat--,
ter put forth by tho Managers of. the
American Bible Society on the 1th of
February. 1841. After a statement of the
origin, alms, and recognized principl.es of.
tne society,;tuo wnn igers, wuo, romem-- ,
ber, consisted of thirty-si-x honorable,
intelligent christian men, all laymen,

seven denominations, proceed
to say:' July. 1835, a letter was d,

through a iriepd in Philadelphia,
from the llov. Willi m H. Pearce, an
English Baptist missionary at Bengal, in
India.' In this letter information was
Rjfija that the writer, together with the,
iter. ai,r. xmea, a orotner missionary,
h'ad prepared a itpw version of the Ben;
galee scriptures, which they were dosir-op- e

of having published. With christian
franknQ88.it was stated that in this ver-n'onh- oy

had translated the Greek terms
baptize and baptism by words which sig-
nify immerse and immersion, and that tho
bi,ble socioty at Calcutta had, on this ac-

count, refused to patronize it. Had this
letter contained nothing further, tho
Board could easily have dismissed the
whole matter, as they had no responsi-
bilities connected with tflat version. Bat
it was lurtner stated 'that this new Ben
galee translation was made on the same '

principles as those which obtained in tho
Burmese translation, which it was under-
stood, tho American Bible 8ocioty riatrpn-lze- d.

Here was a new and startling an-
nouncement. 'The Board had indeed
granted, at different times, many thou-
sand of dollars towards the publication of
this Burmese version, but without informa-
tion from any quarter, Of (hi least suspicion
tnat it was of tho character described by
Mr. Pearco. They knew the Rev. Dr.
Judson, the translator, to be a learned
and pious man, and therefore felt a confi-
dence that ho had made what they eon-sidor-

a faithful version, i. e. one which
convoyed the inspired moaning the only
point to which they thought of directing
attontion proaufninjfovcry friend of the
Bible Society to be aware that i's Board
could not appropriate moneys for any
new version of a marked 'denominational
character. On inquiring of 'the Rev". S.
H.Oone, (one" of the Standing Committee
o'n Distribution); who'hnd repeatedly so-

licited funds for tho Burmese 'v6Bidr,
whether that version was prepared as de- -
Bcribed by Mr. Pearce, lie far the first time
informed them that such was the fact." (Bible
tnnslatioas, pp. 4 and 5, published by
Board of Managers of A. B. S.) Mr.
Garrett asserts in his first article
that "tho Socfe'y made a grant of $1,309
to aid' Mr. Judson itl hia translation of
the Burmese New Testament with a full
knowledge of the fact that he had translated
(italics nis) "baptise" by a word meariing1
to "immerse." He rts this in the
second article with the remark, "Mr.
Cecil took no notice of this assertion, and.
yet I am fully prepared to prove it. "Tha
reader, in view of tho atroug statement
nude by the Board of Managers which I
have quoted, above, will understand why
I did not think it necessary to challenge
Mr. Garrett's boastful assertion. But as
he has chosen to repeat it, he is now at
liberty to occupy tho leisure hoars of the
holidays in proving it in the face of tho
contrary assertion of thirty-aixo- f aa.go.od,
as true, and as honorable christian men
as this country could prpduco.

The Board of Managors referred the
matter to a special committee of seven
a Presbyterian, aa Episcopalian, a Bap-
tist, a Uothodiat, a Moravian, one of tho
reformed Dutch churches, and one from
the Society of Friend's. After long con-
sideration, tbey brought in a report with
certain resolutions. Kov. S. H. Cone,
one of their number, also presented a
minority report. Mr. Garrett says' to
thi minority report "no attention was
paid." indeed I L,ot us see. This was
in August. 'Tho matter was postponed
for further consideration. The resolu
tions' were published in the newspapers,
Several letters were received from Bap-
tist clergymen, "suggesting some changes
and additions in relation to the pending1
resolutions;' "these letters were laid
before the board and the proposed'
changes were made ;" and finally in Feb-
ruary, 1830, after six months of careful
deliberation, the preamble and resolu
tions, uuciimii iu uiu in iJuuromug uimeu
which could not be conscientiously used
by all th denominations supporting the
society, were passed. Bible Translations,
p. 5, 0 These "resolutions," the board
says, "had been prepared, or modified,
and approved of by some of the most in-

telligent and worthy Baptist clergymen
in America."

It seems to me that nothing is clearer
than that tho American Bible Society
could not publish, or help to publish,,a
denominational bible, and had Dr. Cone
informed the Board of Managers from
the first of the character of the Burmese
translation they would never have pub-
lished that version. After the passage of
the resolutions mentioned, the' Baptists
withdrew from the society; .uid organized
tjre American and'Forefgu Bible Society,
of 'which Dr; Cone became tlio first Pres-
idents v'tA-

' Bat' why did the society object to bap-liz- d

being translated? Simply because
it fa a. broad, geji eric term whiqh'deocr'ibgfj
a ceremonial gashing without prescribing

'&$' fe I Kajr fie JpW or
the quantity of water used. Vhup every
Gre'eic schpjar kniowji that the wqrd meau.3
((ifJirwh? knows,. also, iliat jt meant &

greatman j pthef flings besides, ajid that
it, ij ojtep" employed in cfaBsTcantl snared
ireraturj w.tje"n' $he.'itnniers.i6n of the
bjcnjyjn waujr Would have' boon impossi-
ble, fitptho is' a generic word liketba
nrni1 " " wninK rnAn wnr anninfu linnUi &f nUIUMJUWVO 1IUV DflQU4IJ nun
one shall go? w'lietlfeT'by'Wa'ltslng or rid-
ing, dr flyinfc oT'swimntlng';" Jhtnertc a
sliecmc" word"Iikb''w'alk," wHicli tfty
sonbfestffe'mode'br Wanner by which'
oHe'ridesT TWMdte Dfc Diile'of Pffllai
delphia,the auth'dr of Ih'e' iiiost Vpruihini'
oas and lcarh'ed'W6rkdn Ba'ptiBm ext'at,
ii'as collated the' word baptizo'&nd. itsti6g-nate- s

fn the whole range of ancient Greek'
Ift'eratdre from thb remotest times do'wh
through the history of the early church,
and I remember to have he rd Dr. Cltas.
Hodge, one of the oldest and most widely
known theologians this country has over
produced, say' that' if anything could be

cumulative evidence, Dr. Dale
ad proved that bajtlizo was used by the

Greek speaking people as a generic leVitf
to describe the application of wuter in
various ways. It was therefore unrea'a--.
onuble in' too Baptists to suppose that tho
other denominations represented in the
American Bible Society could consent
for thb' society to" publish, in the in-
terests of a single denomination bibles
which a vast 'majority of modern Chris-
tendom could not conscientiously use.
Have other societies supported by differ-
ent churches, such aa the Sunday School
Union and he' Tract ocieiy, oyer been
Ubked to publish denominational books?
1 do not believe that such a thing ha
ever, been thought of.

This matter has boon brought before
tho Board of Managers again in recQnt
yeqrs. I quote from (ho Sixty-sixt- h Re-
port of. tbu A. p.S., p. 33: "In October,
1880, mi appl(catiqn was received from
the executive committee of the American
Baptist , Missionary Union for a grant of.

',uoy tor printing and circulating the,
iiurnan and Karen versions of the Scrip.-litre-s

in Burmab In connection' with
this request asaurauco was given that
these versions were freely used, not only
by missionaries of (he Ohuroh of England,
but also, to a limited oxtont, by Roman
Catholics, and that as no one was .known
to raise any objection to them in respect
to ponts of faith and order, thov were fairlv
entitled to be regarded as the "received
versions" of tho land. The Committee
on Versions, appreciating . the .forceof
this appeal and (ha testimony anon
w.Uch tit was basedf ough'tfora confirj

mation of the statement by direct inquiry
of the English missionaries, to whom
they had been referred. Accordingly,
under thoif instructions, a lettor was ad-

dressed to the Bishop of Rangoon, as a
trustworthy 'representative' of tho only
mission from othor Protestant lands, ask-
ing In what estimation these versions are
held' by the missionaries of tlio Society
for tho Propagation of the Gospel in
Foreign Parts, and whether they ran be
road and circulated without inconsist-
ency by Christian missionaries of all
branches of the Church of Christ.
To this inqiiry Bishop Titcomb
made a very courteous response,
in which whilo cemmonding. in
the highest tortus the general excellenco
of tho Burmese Version, he candidly stat-
ed that both that and the Karon Bible,
in their persistent renderings of certain
words, were at issue with the catholicity
to which tho Bible Socioty is pledged,
and that the missionaries of his church
in the public reading of tho scriptures,
were obltged on eonsoienlious grounds to alter
those words, as limiting an ordinance of
Christ to a special form which they
disclaimed as obligatory or essential.
Failing thus to secure the desired testi-
mony which they had been encouraged
to expect, the Conrmittee on Versions
wero shut up to tho conclusion that the
Burmese and Karon versions are defic-
ient in the quality of catholicity, as that
term is used in their regulations and ia
the By-law- s of the American Bible So-

ciety."
As Mr. Garrett has intimated that I

am " rather reckless in the use of lan
guage," a charge which I am sure no one
who knows mo well would havo made,
I havo chosen to make these long quota-
tions from the authorities themselves,
whose terse and vigorous language ho
can now assail to his' boart's content.

Mr. Garrett says : " Up to this time, (

the time of the Baptist seceosien, 1830)
tho Baptists had given' at leaat $170,009
to tho Society, and had received for their
missionary versions lesa than $30,000'
And again, " As a matter of fact the Bap-
tists are giving every year to this society
thousands of dollars, and since 1835 not
one dollar has come from it to aid them
in their work among tho heathens", or
elsewhere.'' These' over-confide- nt state'
menU can not be 'substantiated by histo-
ry. The Board of Managers say : " TUd
aggregate of legacies received from Bap-
tists, so far as'known tb the Board, is no
more that $18;000:" " And how wore?
these legacies expended?" They were
recoivod " id the' ybars 1830 and 1831,
(several years before the division), the
very years when the Managers were en-
deavoring to "supply the entire United
States with the Bible, and which funds
were wholly expended in that enterprise.
Yes, they were all used in preparing and
circulating English, German and French'
Bibles for thoood of our own common
country ; and a large debt remained aftsr
they were expended. No portion went
to aid the missions of other denomina
tions in preparing the Scriptures in any'
form. It can not be asked then, of
course, that these funds should be paid
back to the complainants." It also ap-
pears from the Society's books that be-

tween the years 1831-183- 9" that more
than $30,000, in money and books, have
been furnished by the Board to aid Bap-
tist missionaries in' circujatinr the Scrip-
tures, while little more tlidn half that sum
has been received from Baptist legacies ;

and these were received under such cir-

cumstances aa to pay no part of tho;e
large grants." (Bible Translations p. p.
10 and 11). It also appears that out of a
list of four hundred Life Directors, each
of whom pays , $150 ipto the treasury,
only thirteen were of the Baptist den ..D:

were Baptists; nn'a' list 6f the riames'of ,

120citfeens-o- f Nfiw York who aided in
the erection of tire Sociaty'e'Hfiuse, tho i

nhme f only brie Bipfistr Dr. Luke Bar
kbr, who cotftribMeil thirty d6llars; I

oAai.i v. i.nrrr.(Mii:wn .t .hk '

"T...-i- " """. ' ?i"w.special uonauonsTrerer mane ov oaptisca: i

affiodntlnKHoMess tYiVrnw$lJO0O; td ald"Ih !

tKeir ilULr.lAV!t. t'llwuri iu Duniaa. immfriL' il nil
tfptbe'Boa'fd'oTKhS; iWrmiit cannot be deteftblnei rn mmuienc-- ,
curacy what amount ot money has been

!

furnished- by Bapt&t34jra,tuitously. oriso .

.i i i

j- - rr.ii.i- -SslffS,
KWVU, JfM

-.., w .. .UU ...U...U..VU. ...v
from the $18,000' of legacies, '(used, at

and not to bo counted),'' therms
evidence of theirhaving contributed to the
treasury one halptht "amount which they
have received from it." ( Bible Transla-
tions, p. p. 13 and 14). How inaccurate
tho statement is that "the Baptists are
Hiving !overy year to this Society thou
sands df dollars," and receiving nothing
in return may be seen irom the Annual
Reports ot the Treasury. Take for in-

stance the Annual' Reports for 1882. In
the column of "Receipis,"the Bapfslsare
not credited with a single dollar, but in
the column of " Pavmeuts," I read this
item : " To American Baptist Missionary
Uuion for missions in Sweden $2 231 07
But it' my bes.tid that tho Bapii-it- s con

by church colled ions, and hence
do not receive credit for tlieir uifts. It is
admitted thatVlu rare instances, some
Baptists, who are of a more liberal turn
of mind than the body of the denomina-
tion do the Society,
and take collections for its support. It,

however, appears from tho above-me- n

tioned report vtnat whilo tha total re,
coi pis jor mo year 189a amountou 10
mbro th;'an one-ha- lf millions of dollars, only
$10,054' 18 are credited to "church colle-
ctions" When yott remember that this
amount embracos all special collections
for this cause from the churches of all
the c6 operating Protestant denomina-
tions in the country, and very few Bap-
tists because, like Mr. Gar-
rett, they " cannot work with the Ameri-
can Bible Society, because their consci-
entious convictions will not allow it,"
one is Ieftjto wonder from what peculiar
source " the several thousand dollars
contributed by the Baptists to this
Society, emanate But perhaps some
ono may imagine that the receipts from
"church collections" jn tho year 1882
wore exceptionally small. There is no
ovTdence that dticti is the fact. The "r-
eturns theu from this'sdurco Were si'mtlar
tb those of other years. In 1880 "church
collections" are credited with $11,643.42
and in ,1887 with $12,573.18. Whence
then come theso " several thousands of
dollars every year "from:Baptlstsources?
The books of tho Society knows nothing
of them.

It was remarked in my former article
that "the two Baptist Bible Societies
have ceased to exist," and to this state-
ment Mr. Garrett seriously objects, but
it is unquestionably true. They have
beon disorganized and their plate's and
presses sold to the American Baptist
Publication Society. Now the American
Baptist Publication Society bears the
same rotation to tho Baptist Gharchthat
tho " Presbyterian Committeo of Pabli- -

tion"does to tho Presbyterian Church, or
the " Methodist Book Concern " does to
tho Methodist Church; and it would be
in as good taste and as just for mo to
parado before the public the strictly de-

nominational work dom last yoar in this
community by tha Presbyterians, or tho
Methodists, and compare it with the gen-
eral undenominational work done by the
American Bible Society, as it was for Mr.
Garrett to compare the' work which'he
says was done here by the Baptist Pub-
lication Society witli that done By this
grand unsectarian institution. I do not
remember theValue of the Bibles donated
last year in Mason County by the Ameri-
can Bible Society, but I know this, that
tho Executive Committee is instructed to
keep tho public institutions, as' the Jail,
Alms-hous- e, and' County Poor-hous- e

supplied with Bibles', at the expense of
the Society, and every' one who knows
anything about it, is aware of the fact,
that where either individuals or families
are destitute, 'and at'thd same time' either'
unablo or unwilling to purchase' the
scriptures, the Society furnishes them
" without money' and without price."
The death of the two Baptist Societies
can not be denied because an effort was
made to coyer up their inglorious demise
iu the American Baptist Publication'
Society. Ttiey are undoubtedly dead, and
their death seems to be a providential
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rebuke to an effort to make a
Bjb)e. Liko Saul and

Jonathan :

"T,tieT were lovely and pleasant In their
five,

Atiii In Uoatli tliey were not divided."
They wero originated and controlled

by Bapllsts, they lived and labored to
make Bibles for "the Baptists, and whon
they died, they wont to

Society. Peaco to their ashes I

I should not object to preaching their
funeral and my text would cor.tainly be,
"Burled. f Jby baptism into death'."

It must be eaid, though I Bay U reluct-
antly, that,.tHi Baptist Church has occu-
pied a painful position ip relation to tho
American B I) I e Society for the .last fifty
yairs a it lias labor-edit- h

yaintb justify in tho' opinio of tho
protectant .christian world., Her? in this
country wheio. trie people .are acquainted
with the Tact of the.difference' .of views
whiclii prevails In the christian world in
regard-t- o tile ordinance of baptism they
dd not d-- u ip .their, public services
to resort to xny other version than that
in commm u'e nmong Protestants, but
when they Into heathen coun-
tries,, they ' not hesitate to present to
the poor be iidited people there, wjio
know no bet er, translations of tho Holy
Scriptures winch teach only,ono side of a
hotly dispu ed question. I have a most
profound' r apect for, the general consen-
sus .of opinion in the church of Gfod, and
I do nat belirve that tho day will ever
come when ueh n course of conduct will
receive the approval of Christendom.

Mr. Garrett says that he can not tako
up a collection for the American Biblo
Society, and yet it is supported by the
other Protestant denominations, and tho
BTbla which it publishes ia in common
use, and ho preaches from it every Sab-
bath day. Why does he not a

Bible in all of his servicos ?

That would a more
It seems to me that if could consent to

a denominational Bible,
I could also duly consent to use such an

" " 'one iballmy eoryioes. .

Let me' remind the that this is
not a personal contest between Mr. Gar-
rett and myself, but it is a controversy of
long standing between the Baptist Church
a 'd the Anierican Biblo Society I
heartily reciprocate' the warm feelings of
friendship "which Mr. Garrett has- - ex-

pressed PSiticerelyf hopo
tUat' neibe.r ' this nor
anything elso, will ever'disturb"tlie pleas-
ant relations now existing between us.
It is only under force of tho'convfetion
that it was necessary, and in
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wuii me judgment, ui uwiera wuo are un-
titled to consideration, that r have con-
sented to write this article. But this,
however, I may say irf conclusion, that I
regard it as uo small honor and privilege
t champion such a noble, generous, and
venerable institution as the American
Bible Society. Respectfully yours,

Rubskxl Cecil.
Mayaville, Dec. 26th, 1887.
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M. S. McKHELL'S,
QNB POOR BELOW THE POSTOFFICE.

MURDER! : MURDER!! : MURDER!!!
Iu order to reduce our immense stock of DRY, GOODS, NOTIONS, Ac., to make room forour Hprliit btocK, we have decided to make a big run on all of our stock. Road tlio rollow-In- g
for foarKulUB:

Humbolt Joans for 871-- 2 oants, worth 45 oonta por yard; a Tory
flno TJnlauadriod Shirt for 45 oonta, worth 76 oonta; all our StandardPrints for 5 opnta, worth 71--2 oonta; por yard; a groatjslaughtor in Drosa
Goods and Tnmmin'gd; Canton 'Flannola for 0 cents, worth 8 1-- 8 oonta
por yard: Canton Plannols for 10 oonta, worth 12 1-- 2 cents per yard.
Wo also havo a few HOLIDA.YTREBENTS left that wo will "Bell you.
at your own prioo. Call and seo for yourself. Don't forgot ttitf placo.

PAUL HGEFLICH & BR.,
West Market Street, - - Four Doors Above Second.

J, lallenger, the Jewete,
Will, on January 31, 1888, psent to some ono of his customers a pair of Elegant Sol-

itaire Diamond Eardrops yorth
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A numbered ticket entitling the holder to a chance given for every dollar's worth of goods pur-

chased 11, ono ticket; $5, five tickets, &c Should the holder of tlio lucky ticket prefer to

have tho Diamond mounted ip, any other articles of JewelryLace Pins, Combination Rings,

Studs, Eins, Bracelets, &c, It wUJ be (Jone wiujt .qnarge.
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